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The Text of the New Testament

Source and textual criticism methods deals with the identification of 
manuscripts and removal of transcription errors in the texts of 
manuscripts.

The New Testament has been preserved in more than 

5,800 Greek manuscripts, 

10,000 Latin manuscripts and 

9,300 manuscripts in various other ancient languages.

United Bible Societies’ NT text - 28th Edition is the latest critical 
edition of the Greek NT text.



Chester Beatty Papyri, especially P45, P46 and P47



Bodmer Papyri - P66 (about 200 AD);  the P72 (3rd and 4th c.); P74 
(7th c.) and P75 ( early 3rd c.)



Papyrus Rylands or St. John’s Fragment - P52 (100-150 AD)



Papyrus P90(2nd c. AD)



Papyrus P104(2nd c. AD)



Categorization of Manuscripts



Categorization of Manuscripts



Important Codexes

Codex Sinaiticus - 01 or A from the 4th century; 
Codex Alexandrinus - 02 or A from the 5th century and 
Codex Vaticanus form the the 4th century - 03 or B

We are today, as far as the text of the NT is concerned, in the 
position where we can accept the text with full confidence. 



Gnosticism

1. Gnostic teachers claimed to possess divine authority for their 
doctrines… ??? 

	

 … claimed that they received secret revelation, handed down 
to them by the apostles 

2. Gnostics undercut the authority of the OT by arguing that a 
lesser deity – the Demiurge was responsible for inspiring the OT

3. Produced their own collection of sacred writings - canon within 
canon

4. Interpretation:  A. authority of one text against another

	

 	

 	

         B. Usage of ambiguous passages

C. You need to have a “cosmic password” for 
opening the secrets of the Bible



Markion

1. Excluded all the OT references from the NT

He was convinced that the god portrayed in the OT was a different 
deity from the God  revealed in Jesus Christ... 

OT deity was a god of wrath, judgment and anger. 

On the other hand, God revealed in Christ, by way of contrast was 
a God of mercy and forgiveness, unrelated to the wrathful god of 
the OT

2. Created his own collection of authoritative books 

Montanism 

Charismatic and Apocalyptic Movement

They soon began to pronounce spirit -oracles and these began to 
be collected as prophetic sayings.



Key implications of the early Christian heretical movements

1. Implications for normative collection of Christian writings 
2. Implications for understanding of inspiration of writings
3. Implications for interpretation of the Christian writings

SERIOUS CONSEQUENCES



Reaction 1: Development of the Canon

Justin Martyr 150 

Muratori canon about 170  

Two principles:     a) Principle of Apostolicity 

                         b) Content of the Book – inner consistency, agreement 
with the rest of the recognized Scripture 

In 325 Eusebius: 
	

 a. Recognized 
	

 b. Disputed: a- those known to most Christians,           = 27 NT books

 b- those that were not genuine  
	

 c. Absurd and Impious writings (Gnostic works)  
367 Athanasius of Alexandria 

Synod of Hippo 393 

Synod of Carthage 397 



What is Canon?

    Canon is a closed and normative collection of inspired books.

What does it mean closed? 
When was it closed? 
Who did close the canon?
Why was it necessary to close it?
Can it be opened again?

	

 	

 	

 	

 	

 	

 What does it mean normative?
	

 	

 	

 	

 	

 	

 Normative for whom?
	

 	

 	

 	

 	

 	

 Normative to what extent? 
 

If the church did not create the canon, but confirmed it, then.... 

…What is the relationship between the canon and the church???



Reaction 2: Church Tradition

In an ironic historical twist, the church accepted the canon of the 
NT as the authoritative voice of God and at the same placed this 
voice into the box of church tradition.

The Council of Trent 1545-63

The church ‘receives and venerates with an equal affection of piety’ 
both scripture and tradition.
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